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Bloomsday is the Dublin-based festival associated with the Irish modernist writer James Joyce; in recent years it has  
grown to become a worldwide celebration of Irish culture and literary history.

James Joyce has a notorious reputation as one of the most difficult writers to read in the English language.  
This course will demystify Joyce, his methods, and his language. Through exploration of his historical era  
and his life and times, we will take Joyce from the terrifyingly lofty to the comical and down to earth.  
We will read pieces he wrote and pieces written about him, as well as the work that made him laugh.  
From here we will begin to uncover why this writer has captured the imagination of the public around  
the world in films and festivals long after his death.

Whether you are a lover of literature with years of practice or someone new to the study of  
authors and their times, this course will be enlightening and entertaining. Explore the world  
of the writer who has had critics scratching their heads for 100 years.

Dates and Times:  
April 21–June 9, 6:00–8:00 pm

Cost:   $215 | Come with a friend: $185 | McGill students: $108 | McGill staff/Alumni: $172 
 Space is limited so register now. 

Facilitator

Kerry McElroy is a sixth-year doctoral candidate and film historian at Concordia University in the Interdisciplinary PhD in the 
Humanities program, with concurrent pursuance of her History coursework and faculty at McGill University. She focuses on film 
history and cultural histories of gender and popular culture of the last century. She is also a long-standing research associate 
at Concordia’s Simone de Beauvoir Institute. 

McElroy has published two book chapters out of the UK’s Interdisciplinary Press and been interviewed for publica-
tions such as Elle Quebec, Vice, and Concordia’s Accent on women, fashion, and issues of gender equality. 
She has presented her work at numerous international conferences, including at Oxford, Prague and 
Bologna. 

McElroy has greatly enjoyed becoming a member of the Montreal community in her five 
years in the city and participates in both conference and cultural festival event planning 
with the Concordia Department of Canadian Irish Studies and McGill University’s 
Bloomsday Montreal festival.

From Bray to Bloomsday: James 
Joyce’s Life and World Demystified I AM GUIDED BY CURIOSITY


